WAKE UP.
SCHOOLS

OLE RACE Getting an education is the
oughest challenge for young people with physical
lisabilities. A few have, however, overcome odds
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parupa Chatterjee, 20, did not
step out of her home In
[rurgapur, West Bengal, sinee
an accident on June 5, 2004,
paralysed her from waist down, “Twas
forced to drop out of college and study
at home." said Chatterjes, who was a
student of English literature at
Durgapur Women's College.

The spunky woman did not give up.
Undergoing rehabilitation at New
Dielhifa Indian ﬂp'l!!ill [nj'urii,'s: Centre,
which helps people like her to be inde-
pendent, she is happier today: “T can
now danee in my wheelchalr”™

Learnirg to be independent is a start,.
What people like her need mast is
acoss Lo a very basie right (o fend for
themselves: the right to edueation.

Rajiv Virat, 30, was thrown out of
school after he became wheelchair
bound bn Cliss 11 “1 was among the top-
pers in school, but the principal said
his sehool didn't have the infrastruce-
ture to accommodate & wheelchair™
said Rajiv, who was diagnosed with mul-
tiple selerosiz, 8 disease of the nervous
system that also alfects the spinal cord,
in 1896. “The prinelpal also said he
wouldn't know what to do with me if 1
fiedl ill st school,” be said,

Virat did homeschooling and enrolled
for a Bachelors degree in Commerce
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RAJIVVIRAT, 30

Homeschooled because he was thrown out
ot schoal by his principal wha ‘didn't lnow
wihial to do with him 1 be fell 1T, Virat teach-
e wheslchalr users 1o snhance their mobili-
ty. Battling multiple sclerosis for mone than
13 years, ha even had to drop out of college

APARUPA CHATTERJEE, 20

In 2009, a road accident left her with
# damagad spinal cord, She graduat-
o from Durgapur Women's College in
West Bangal this year. Chatterjes
wants fo stay in Dalhi and bacoma a
iwsroamtar |
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