wwwexpressindiacom

from Ahmedabad | Chandigarh | Delhi | Jammu | Kolkata | Lucknow | Mumbai | Nagpur | New York (weekly) | Pune | Vadodara

NEW DELHI | LATE CITY | MARCH 28, 2010 | 26+8 PAGES | Re5.00

27" February

wheels

An affordable electric wheelchair will
soon be available in India for people
with disabilities

SHREYA SAREEN

AN ELECTRIC wheelchair
that’s made in India and is
affordable is an idea whose
time is nearing. An ongoing
project at the Indian Spinal
Injuries will soon be ready
with such wheelchairs.

Head of Department of
Assistive Technology at the
Indian Spinal Injuries Cen-
tre (ISIC) Nekram Upad-
hyay, who has been working
on it, says, “The projectis in
its final stages. We have tied
up with the Umiversity of
Pittsburgh.”

A successful trial has
already been held in India.
“So now, on the basis of
technology transfer from
the US and their approval,
it will be finally tested.
Then, with the help of a
manufacturer, we’ll market
it,” says 34-year-old Upad-
hyay. who is also a rehabili-
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But I couldn’t find many
options in India,” he says.
Things looked up for him
when he got a Ford Founda-
tion scholarship and went
to the University of Illinois
in 2004 to pursue a post-
graduate degree in rehabili-
tation engineering and as-
sistive technology. “While
doing my research rthesis
there, I discussed with my
advisor how there were no
departments for such fields
in India and he advised me
to send a proposal to the
ISIC. Luckily; they accepted
it and gave me the freedom
and space to build my own
department here,” he says.
His task involves coun-
selling patients and provid-
ing wheelchairs — manual
and automatic — and other
customised devices to en-
able them to perform their
tasks. He also provides
specialised computer equip-

meant and enftuwrars ciich






